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OCCASION 

 

This publication has been made available to the public on the occasion of the 50
th

 anniversary of the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations 

employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any 

opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 

authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or 

degree of development. Designations such as  “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are 

intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage 

reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or 

commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO. 
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Timar Leste is one of the less developed countries in Asia, where more than 70% of the population lives 
on subsistence agricu lture and where the average income is barely US$ 30 a month. The issue at hand is 
can the count ry exp loit natural endowment available for greater productive use and value addition 
along t he full value chain for job and wea lth creation? 

Job creat ion is one of the most challenging issues. An unusually high proportion of Timor-Leste's 
population is young, with more t han ha lf under 18 years, and a quarter between 18 and 30 years. Wit h an 
average growth rate of around 3% per annum, more than 15,000 young peop le are entering the labour 
market each year. The private sector is still underdeveloped, and most employment generation is 
dependent on government investments . Wit h the initiative of t he Bamboo-Centre the country is able to 
exp loit susta inable natural resources and add value along t he fu ll va lue chain for job and income 
creation. 

As part of Timar Lest e's development process, the bamboo sector has a dominant role to play in its 
growth plan. This vision is we ll documented in t he recently launched Timer Leste Strategic Development 
Plan 2011- 2030 and highlights in developing a National Bamboo Strategy undertaken in 2008 where 
Tim or Leste's first Centre for Bamboo was established in Ti bar. This initiative has the potential to reduce 
unemployment and estab lish an important value added industry for Timer Leste. 

It is for t h is reason t hat the Ministry of Economy and Development has committed substantial resources 
to the UNIDO-assist ed Centru Bambu. The Centre is envisioned not only as a provider of jobs in 
manufacturing, but more importantly, as a catalyst to vivify a value chain stretching from the village 
communit y that plants and harvests bamboo, right up to t he ca rpenter and artisan who makes furniture 
and handicrafts, and the shopkeeper w ho sells t hese products or t he trader who exports them. 

The Centru Bambu is one more sign if icant step on t he long road to sustainable development in Timor-Leste. 
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Raw- board grinding 







Colly & bedside case 





Bar- hocker School-table with chair 



N r· ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

r 

Anatomic resting couch 

Arm-chair 
with traditional textile 

High-back chairs 

Wash-stand ensemble 



Futuristic f rm-chair 



Fruit baskets 

Barbeque stick and tooth picks 





INFORMATION 

Contact: 

H. E. Mr. Joao Mendes Gonc;alves 
Minister of Economy and Development 
Democratic Republic of Timor Leste 
Email : jmgoncalves_ SO@yahoo.com.au 

Mr. Juergen Glembotzki 
Address: Bamboo Center, Tibar, Dili 
Timor Leste 
Email: bamboo_center _tl@yaahoo.com 
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